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ENG 098-WN620:    Preparation for College Writing 

      “Figure It Out” Learning Community  

Time & Place:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:00PM -3:25PM, Room S040, 

Main Campus 
Prerequisite:   WRITING LEVEL 2. Provides those who are not yet 

prepared for academic work in the regular composition 

sequence (ENG 111A, ENG 111, ENG 112 or OAT 150, 

151, 152) with opportunity to improve their writing 
skills in an interactive and collaborative setting. 

Includes practice with personal and academic writing. 

Instructor:     Lauren Smith 

Office:    S003 
Instructor Telephone:   989-686-9496 

Division Telephone:   989-686-9159 

E-mail:     laurensmith3@delta.edu 

 

Required Materials 
 
Book: Expanding Horizons. Susan Thurman, editor.  

 

Expanding Horizons is available from the Delta College Bookstore and from online stores. 

Please buy it as soon as you can, and please get the exact version listed. This book is a lot 
of fun and very relevant.  

 

Computing: 

• A consistent, reliable Internet connection. 

• Access to eLearning (D2L) and your Delta e-mail account. 
• Means of printing your written work and class handouts.  

• Two places to save your written work (PC, flash drive, and/or web-based e-mail). 

 

Check your Delta e-mail and eLearning daily. Should you have any trouble accessing 
eLearning or your e-mail, contact the e-Learning department: elearning@delta.edu, 

https://elearning.delta.edu/, 989-686-9088.  

 

Tools To Bring To Every Class:  

• A copy of the day’s assignment(s). 
• A mini stapler (particularly valuable on days when writing is due). 

• A notebook or looseleaf paper with lines. 

• Pens and/or pencils. 

• A college-level dictionary (a small paperback is best). 
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Learning Outcomes 
 

Students enrolled in ENG 098 will: 
 

1. Use a writing process for pre-college and college essays at the intermediate level. 

 
A. Plan and brainstorm ideas for an essay before beginning to write. 
B. Produce drafts of an essay and show an understanding of revision. 
C. Participate effectively in writing groups and conferences. 
D. Demonstrate an ability to work with written comments. 
E. Produce edited, properly formatted essays. 
 

2. Write intermediate college-level essays. 

 
A. Use introductions, conclusions, and paragraphs. 
B. Write essays that demonstrate a sense of organization. 

C. Use topic sentences. 
D. Use transitions between sentences and paragraphs. 
E. Write at least two essays with a clear thesis. 

 

3. Develop abilities with the more complex aspects of an essay. 

 
A. Demonstrate ability to develop significant ideas and use supportive, specific examples. 
B. Write essays that lack confusion. 

C. Write essays that demonstrate an awareness of audience. 

D. Reduce number of errors in grammar and punctuation. 
 

4. Produce written responses to and understand texts at the intermediate level. 

 

A. Demonstrate ability, both orally and in writing, to make personal connections to the ideas 
in a piece of reading. 

B. Demonstrate an ability to negotiate unfamiliar vocabulary, as well as make new words a 
part of one's own vocabulary. 

C. Demonstrate intermediate skills for information literacy, including accessing, analyzing, 
and using resources such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, handbooks, and the Internet. 

 

Everything we do in ENG 098 connects to these outcomes.  If the connection ever isn’t 

clear, please ask! 
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Tentative Schedule 
 

Dates Topics/Activities Deadlines 

Tuesday, January 10, 2011 
Thursday, January 12, 2011 

Introductions 
Telling a Personal Story 

 

Tuesday, January 17, 2011 

Thursday, January 19, 2011 

Telling a Personal Story Captions Essay due Tues. 

Tuesday, January 24, 2011 

Thursday, January 26, 2011 

Teaching to Learn [Integrated Essay, D1 due 

Thurs. to Beth] 

Tuesday, January 31, 2011 
Thursday, February 02, 2011 

Developing a Thesis  

Tuesday, February 07, 2011 

Thursday, February 09, 2011 

Developing a Thesis  

Tuesday, February 14, 2011 

Thursday, February 16, 2011 

Theses and Organization  

Tuesday, February 21, 2011 

Thursday, February 23, 2011 

Preparing for Your Major Integrated Essay, D2 due 

Tues. 

Tuesday, February 28, 2011 

Thursday, March 01, 2011 

Preparing for Your Major Action Plan Essay, D1 due 

this week for PR* 

Tuesday, March 06, 2011  

Thursday, March 08, 2011 

Spring Break: No Class  

Tuesday, March 13, 2011 

Thursday, March 15, 2011 

Proofreading Strategies Integrated Essay, D3 due 

Thurs.  

Tuesday, March 20, 2011 

Thursday, March 22, 2011 

Proofreading Strategies Action Plan Essay, D2 due 

Thurs.  

Tuesday, March 27, 2011 
Thursday, March 29, 2011 

Contemporary Issues and 
Enduring Questions 

Annotated Bibliography 
due Thurs. 

Tuesday, April 03, 2011 

Thursday, April 05, 2011 

Building a 21st-Century 

Argument  

Argument Essay, D1 due 

Thurs.  

Tuesday, April 10, 2011 

Thursday, April 12, 2011 

Building a 21st-Century 

Argument, cont.  

(Thurs. K104) 

Argument Essay, D2 due 

for PR on Thurs.  

Tuesday, April 17, 2011 

Thursday, April 19, 2011 

Building a 21st-Century 

Argument, cont. 

(Thurs. K104) 

 

 

Tuesday, April 24, 2011 

Thursday, April 26, 2011 

Student Presentations 

Final Thoughts 

Argument Essay, D3 due 

Tues.  
*PR = Peer Review 
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Assessment 
 

Category                Percentage of Final Grade 
 

1. Projects          40%    

2. Assignments and Activities      30% 
3. Homework and Quizzes       20% 

4. Participation         10% 

 

Total          100% 
 

 

1. Projects (40%) 

 
Your projects will improve your writing and your ability to find critical meaning. They 

include your essays and essay drafts. Each essay draft will have its own rubric, the 

overview of items I will use to measure your progress.    

 
If you do not finish all projects, you may not pass the class.  

 

2. Assignments and Activities (30%) 

 
Sometimes, you will complete smaller pieces of writing inside and outside of class. Peer 

review is an example of this; for certain projects, you will exchange feedback with 

someone else, and you will earn a grade for the feedback you give. Depending on how things 

go, we may do peer review face to face or via e-mail.  
 

Your final project for ENG 098 will be an argument essay, and you will give a brief oral 

presentation to complement it. The presentation will count towards your Assignments and 

Activities grade.    
 

3. Homework and Quizzes  (20%) 

 

You can expect to have homework for every class meeting, and I may or may not collect it. 
You should plan on having a quiz for many assigned readings, and we will also probably have 

one or two vocabulary quizzes.   

 

4. Class Participation (10%) 
 

See the “Figure it Out” policy statement for specific guidelines for class participation. In 

short, come to class on your game and ready to help others. If you ever have questions 
about class participation, please let me know. 
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The policy statement also contains important information about attendance, classroom 

conduct, and office hours.   

 

Contacting Me 
 

I am on campus Monday through Thursday, and I have office hours each day. You can stop 
by my office hours or make an appointment. I check my e-mail and voicemail often, and I 

will try to respond to any message within two days. You can also befriend or message me on 

Facebook (use my Delta e-mail address). If you do, feel free to use any privacy settings 

that make you comfortable. Our use of Facebook won’t be “social”—we will not be poking 
each other or playing Bejeweled Blitz! Instead, you can post class-related questions on my 

Wall, and I will respond there. I may occasionally post class announcements there, but only 

after I’ve e-mailed them and/or posted them on e-Learning, In other words, Facebook 

offers you one more way to get a hold of me.   

Getting Full Credit for Your Work 

Unless I note otherwise, all projects and assignments must be typed and double-spaced 

with standard margins. You should use a plain font in 12-point size, such as Times New 

Roman. 

Anything with a due date must be handed in by that date in order to receive full credit. An 

assignment that is a week late will receive, at most, half credit. No assignment may be 
more than a week late. If you know in advance that you’ll struggle with a particular 

deadline, talk to me, and we’ll see what we can arrange. You may also make an appointment 

to discuss with me the reason(s) why any work is late or missing. 

Submit a hardcopy of every assignment you want full credit for. If you e-mail me an 

assignment after it is due, you will lose 20% of that assignment’s worth. 

If you are absent, you are responsible for all work you miss. Please make a peer contact in 
our class whom you can contact if you miss class and would like the information/materials 

to prepare for next time.  

If you miss class and e-mail me asking what we did, I may not respond. I will also be 

unlikely to talk with you at the beginning of next class about what you missed. Rushing 

my desk at the beginning of class and demanding to know what we did last time is a sure 

way to irk me!! When I enter our room, I am focused on getting us going, and that’s where 
my attention needs to stay. 

I will also probably not have with me any handouts I gave out last class. Most of what I 

hand out I put on eLearning. If you happen not to see a handout you’re looking for on 
eLearning, ask me about it after class or during a break.   



6 

 

About Reading 
 

Without fail, I read with a pencil in hand, and I suggest you do the same. Underline what 
interests or puzzles you, and make notes in the margins.  

 

Get to know yourself as a reader. How long can you read before you need a break?  
In what kind of environment do you read the best? These questions apply to writing, too. 

The assigned readings range in subject matter and in style. Their authors are students, 

professors, critics, scientists, journalists, and activists. To adjust to any one reading, 

preview it. Based on the title, what would you guess it’s about? Are there section headings 
that reveal how the whole reading is organized? Pick a random paragraph and read it aloud; 

how would you describe the language? 

 

Develop a dictionary habit. When you come across a word you don’t recognize—something 
that happens to me often—make a note of it and look it up. Although we can learn a lot 

from context, we always benefit from knowing specifics. If you want to use an online 

dictionary, use the American Heritage edition.  

 

Delta’s WRIT Center 
   
No matter her level of experience, every writer needs a reader. When I write  

something important, I show it to at least two friends, asking for suggestions, feedback, 

etc. Then I have to buy them dinner. You, however, have the chance to receive no-strings-

attached assistance from a skilled reader!  
 

If you bring your writing to the WRIT Center (located in the LLIC), a professional will help 

you with it. The staff also offers online assistance; see the webpage for more information. 

You will receive extra credit for any ENG 098 assignment you submit to the Center—take 
a visit form (available on our class website) with you and fill it out with your consultant. 

When you hand in the assignment, make sure you attach the form.  

 

The Pace of Learning  

 

The great thing about college is that you’re in the driver’s seat; you control the pace at 

which you learn. If you think this course could be more challenging or less challenging for 

you, please let me know.  
 

 

 

 
 

“Syllabus” is the Latin word for list. I reserve the right to edit this “list” at any time, to 

make changes to the course that may help you to meet its outcomes better.   

 


